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Mounted Unit
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The Richmond Police Department has lost a true friend and champion in the passing of Mrs. Nancy White Thomas.
Mrs. Thomas has been an inspiration to every Basic Recruit Class since 1966. For forty-two years, she has
expressed complete support for the RPD, paying for all of the awards presented to recruits on graduation, as well as
providing each recruit with a street map to help them navigate throughout the City during their tour of duty. She also
wrote them personal notes when they got a promotion, lost a relative or retired. She established a department award
for academic excellence and others for outstanding marksmanship. In recognition of her overwhelming support
throughout the years, The Nancy White Thomas Award is presented at each graduation to the recruit with the highest
overall academic average.

Mrs. White Thomas attended all of the graduations until a few years ago when she became ill. Because she was so
special to RPD, the recruit classes then began visiting her at home prior to graduation, she very much enjoyed
showing them all of her memorabilia from the Department. She often called the Office of the Chief of Police to let the
Chief know just how thankful she was for the hard work and dedication exhibited by RPD employees. Her spoken
words were always full of support and kindness.

At an age when most people are settling into retirement, Nancy White Thomas was just getting started. Mrs. Thomas
became passionate about criminal justice and volunteerism in her community, continuing as an actively involved
inspiration for every basic recruit class to the Richmond police department. "The most important thing to my mother
was her Christian faith, and everything she did stemmed from her sense of what you should do as a Christian," said
her daughter, Nancy Thomas Hill of Richmond in a recent article in the Richmond Times Dispatch.

It was 1966, when her primary focus became criminal justice, as an outspoken advocate and a passionate volunteer.
At 61, she was the first civilian to attend Basic Police Training School and will be remembered as a friend of the
police.” “ They were called pigs. It was just a bad, bad time for police," Mrs. Thomas recalled in a 2005 Times-
Dispatch interview. "l kept thinking about it all summer -- God must be expecting me to do something."

A native of Marion, Alabama, and the daughter of a Civil War veteran, Mrs. Thomas moved to Richmond in 1927 to
attend what is now Union Theological Seminary & Presbyterian School of Christian Education.

Mrs. Thomas taught and took courses at Union-PSCE. She was the wife of the late Dr. John Newton Thomas,
Union Seminary professor from 1942 — 1970. The Thomases lived in the faculty home that was renovated in the
early 1980’s into the Seminary Relations Center. Dr. Thomas died in 1997.

After becoming an active volunteer with the police department, the petite and soft-spoken Mrs. Thomas left a positive
impact on the officers. She donated a dog for the K-9 Unit, a horse for the Mounted Squad, and the K-9 memorial
stone. The Library at the Academy is named in her honor.

She continued her benevolence to the Mounted Squad by donating $10,000 a few years ago. This was used to
purchase new saddles, a critical item considering the hours man and animal spend on the streets. She regularly
made an additional monetary donation to the unit.

She taught public-relations courses at the police academy and helped start the department's community-relations
department.



Mrs. Thomas, who was Richmond's Christmas Mother in 1970, began to volunteer at the City Jail on Oct. 2, 1968.
She spent a year of Wednesdays volunteering with the female inmates. She started a volunteer program called
Helpmates that taught inmates sewing, knitting and crafts and presented musical programs. For Mrs. Thomas, who
was a former teacher at Union-PSCE, the program resulted in a commendation for service in the field of criminal
justice by President Richard M. Nixon. As for the inmates, she helped some get jobs on the outside. Mrs. Thomas
again extended herself when she reached out to the judicial system. She helped start Volunteers in Probation, a
program that pairs volunteers with juvenile and first-time offenders; in the jail, she helped establish the Offender Aid
and Restoration program and assisted in beginning the state's Victim Witness Aid program.

She chronicled her reflections of that year in the book "A Year in Jail." She wrote in the book, "For the most part, | am
beginning to fear that the majority of the women in jail are merely marking time until they can get back to the familiar

pattern of indolence and crime. That's why something has to happen inside the woman as well as outside in society,

if permanent rehabilitation is to take place."

In addition to her daughter, Mrs. Thomas' survivors include a son, John Newton Thomas Jr. of Decatur, Ga.; three
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Nancy White Thomas passed away October 7, 2008, at age 103.

She was a Life Member of the Friends of the Richmond Mounted Squad.

(Above content comes from various sources including Union Theological Seminary & Presbyterian School of
Christian Education, Richmond Times-Dispatch, inRich.com)




